
COVID-19 and LTC
September 16, 2021

Guidance and responses were provided based on information known on 9/16/2021 
and may become out of date. Guidance is being updated rapidly, so users should look 

to CDC and NE DHHS guidance for updates.
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Use the Q&A box in the webinar platform to type a question. Questions will be readaloudōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊΦ
If your question is not answered during the webinar, please either e-mail it to NE ICAPor call during our office hours to speak
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Continuing Education Disclosures

Á1.0 Nursing Contact Hour and 1 NAB Contact Hour is awarded for 
the LIVE viewing of this webinar

ÁIn order to obtain nursing contact hours, you must be present for the 
entire live webinar and complete the post webinar survey

ÁNo conflicts of interest were identified for any member of the planning 
committee, presenters or panelists of the program content

ÁThis CE is hosted Nebraska Medicine along with Nebraska ICAP and 
Nebraska DHHS

ÁNebraska Medicine is approved as a provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the Midwest Multistate Division, an 
accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Centerôs 
(ANCC) Commission on Accreditation



TMF Health Quality Institute 
CMS Quality Improvement 

Organization
Melody Malone, PT, CPHQ, MHA
Quality Improvement Specialist



NHSN Training: Resident Impact and 
Facility Capacity Pathway Updates
ÅDate: Monday, Sept. 20, 2021

ÅTime: 1:00 ς2:00 PM ET 

ÅRegister in advance for this webinar: 

Åhttps://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_LV
IK4Kt-Q5O-T2v2J6QydQ
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https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h514f3a75,14dcab7d,14dcead5&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2137-DM65753&ACSTrackingLabel=September%202021%20pre-release%20email%20


NHSN Training: Changes to the 
Weekly NHSN COVID-19 Vaccination 
Data Collection Forms for Long-Term 
Care Facilities
ÅDate:Sept. 23, 2021 

ÅTime: 2:00 ς3:00 PM EST

ÅRegister in advance for this webinar:

Åhttps://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_w
QWphrcdRvCy4ATVbJ6BpQ

ÅNote: If you are not able to attend this session, a 
replay broadcast will be held on September 29, 
2021. Registration links coming soon. 
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https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h513f5fe2,14dc29ac,14dc36bc&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2137-DM65707&ACSTrackingLabel=Changes%20to%20the%20Weekly%20NHSN%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20Data%20Collection%20Forms%20for%20Long-term%20Care%20Facilities%20


Reach out to us at: 
nhnetwork@tmf.org

to submit requests for 
assistance with 

NHSN reporting problems 
or quality improvement 

assistance. 

mailto:nhnetwork@tmf.org


Nebraska Statistics

Week
Daily New 

Cases/ 100K
Infection 

Rate
Positive Test 

Rate
ICU Capacity 

Used
Vaccinated

1+

6/17/21 1.6 0.88 3.0% 70% 50.0%

6/24/21 1.7 0.98 3.6% 64% 50.5%

7/1/21 2.5 1.17 4.3% 63% 51.7%

7/8/21 3.6 1.26 6.1% 61% 52.0%

7/15/21 4.1 1.30 6.8% 62% 52.4%

7/22/21 6.2 1.35 10.2% 64% 52.9%

7/29/21 10.4 1.35 12.8% 70% 53.5%

8/5/21 14.6 1.31 15.1% 67% 54.4%

8/12/21 19.0 1.25 15.9% 75% 55.3%

8/19/21 24.3 1.25 15.8% 72% 56.0%

8/26/21 32.1 1.22 17.2% 80% 56.7%

9/2/21 38.0 1.18 17.1% 73% 57.5%

9/9/2021 35.8 1.07 16.0% 75% 58.0%

9/16/2021 35.5 1.00 12.6% 79% 58.2%

https://covidactnow.org/?s=22441170

https://covidactnow.org/?s=22441170


Nebraska Statistics

https://covidactnow.org/?s=22441170

https://covidactnow.org/?s=22441170


Nebraska Post-Acute and Long-
Term Care Facility COVID-19 Cases

ϝϝ¦ǇŘŀǘŜŘΥ  фκмоκнлнм
Source: Unofficial Counts Compiled by Nebraska ICAP based on data reported byfacilities 
andDHHS;Actual Numbers mayvary slightly



Nebraska LTC Facilities in Outbreak 

**Updated: 9/15/2021
Source: Unofficial Counts Compiled by Nebraska ICAP based on data reported byfacilities 
andDHHS;Actual Numbers mayvary slightly



CMS and CDC Updates

Updated 9/10/2021



Nursing Home and LTC CDC 
Update

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html


https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf


Outbreak Testing



QSO-20-38-NH: Testing 
Summary

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-
38-nh-revised.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf


Nursing Home and LTC CDC Update
Outbreak Response

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html


Nursing Home and LTC CDC Update
Outbreak Response

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html


Nebraska ICAP Suggested Approach
Nebraska ICAP has noticed that when a case is identified in the building, it is often difficult for the 
facilities to be sure that whether that is an index case versus there may have been ongoing 
transmission at the facility. 

Limiting testing to only close contacts may increase the risk of missing cases in the building and will 
be a risk for widespread outbreaks.

Taking into account above-mentioned rationale and the CDC revised recommendations, ICAP is 
recommending the following approach at this point while we are experiencing a COVID-19 surge in 
the state:

ÅOutbreak testing should be done unit wide in those units where exposures have been identified 
(when looking at exposures for the purpose of testing, it does not need to be a prolonged 
exposures; exposures for shorter than 15-minute duration should also trigger outbreak testing). 
Both resident and staff for those units should undergo testing regardless of vaccination status. 

ÅIn general, facility-wide testing is not necessary and if a healthcare worker who tested positive 
never entered resident care areas and had no contacts with resident then resident testing may not 
be needed. Some staff (regardless of vaccination status) may still need to have outbreak testing if 
they had any kind of contact with the positive staff member.

ÅFacility wide testing may be needed on a case-by-case basis where there is a suspicion for a 
widespread exposure or additional asymptomatic cases in the building due to the nature of the 
outbreak. ICAP team will assist facilities with those decisions.

ÅSince most facilities are doing point-of-care testing instead of PCR tests which are usually less 
sensitive and we are identifying cases at times at the 3rd and 4th round of testing, the 
recommendation will be to continue outbreak testing for 14 days after the last exposure



Routine Testing of 
Staff



QSO-20-38-NH: Routine Testing

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf

Note: ICAP recommends that all facilities in counties identified as blue counties should continue to test 
unvaccinated staff weekly until we are confident that the data is represented accurately in the CDC COVID-19 

tracker 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf


Note: ICAP recommends that all facilities in counties identified as blue counties should continue to test 
unvaccinated staff weekly until we are confident that the data is represented accurately in the CDC COVID-19 

tracker 

CDC COVID Data Tracker

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view|Risk|community_transmission_level


Nursing Home and LTC CDC Update
Definitions

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

Note: Currently the Nebraska Data on the CDC COVID-19 tracker is not 
completely accurate and many counties are mentioned as having low 

community transmission when the actual transmission is higher. We will be 
advising facilities to take that into account when making decisions 

ICAP recommends that all facilities in counties identified as blue counties 
should continue to test unvaccinated staff weekly until we are confident that 

the data is represented accurately in the CDC COVID-19 tracker 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html


Nursing Home and LTC CDC Update
Screening Testing for HCP

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

Note: ICAP recommends that all facilities in counties identified as blue counties should continue to test 
unvaccinated staff weekly until we are confident that the data is represented accurately in the CDC 

COVID-19 tracker 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

