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▪ 1.0 Nursing Contact Hour and 1 NAB Contact Hour is awarded for the LIVE viewing of this 
webinar​

▪ In order to obtain nursing contact hours, you must attend the entire live activity and 
complete the post webinar survey​

▪ No relevant financial relationships were identified for any member of the planning 
committee or any presenter/author of the program content​

▪ This CE is hosted Nebraska ICAP along with Nebraska DHHS​

▪ Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program is approved as a provider 
of nursing continuing professional development by the Midwest Multistate Division, an 
accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on 
Accreditation

Continuing Education Disclosures



Nebraska
Respiratory Illness 

Update



Nebraska LTC Facility COVID-19 
Outbreaks

**Updated: 5/5/2025
Source: Unofficial Counts Compiled by Nebraska ICAP based on data reported by facilities 
and DHHS; Actual numbers may vary.



Wastewater Surveillance

CDC COVID Data Tracker: Wastewater Surveillance

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance


CDC COVID Data Tracker: Variant Proportions

What’s happening with variants?
Weighted and Nowcast Estimates in United 
States for 2-week Period 4/13/2025 – 
4/26/2025

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions


Flu Activity US

Weekly US Map: Influenza Summary Update | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm


Vaccine protection decreases over time, so it is important to get 
your 2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine.

People ages 65 years and older are up to date when they have received:

• 2 doses of any 2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine 6 months apart.

• While it is the recommended to get 2024-2025 COVID-19 vaccine doses 6 
months apart, the minimum time is 2 months apart, which allows 
flexibility to get the second dose prior to typical COVID-19 surges, travel, 
life events, and healthcare visits

Staying Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines



Report annual healthcare personnel (HCP) influenza vaccination data into NHSN by May 15, 
2025 to meet CMS reporting requirements for the 2024-2025 influenza season. 

• The reporting period for the 2024-2025 influenza season is from October 1, 2024, 
through March 31, 2025. Facilities are only required to submit one report that covers the 
entire reporting period by May 15, 2025.

• Facilities must report annual HCP influenza vaccination summary data through the NHSN 
Healthcare Personnel Safety (HPS) Component.

Resources:

Materials pertaining to annual HCP influenza vaccination data reporting are organized under the “Annual” reporting headings on this webpage: HCP 
Flu Vaccination | HPS | NHSN | CDC [t.emailupdates.cdc.gov]. 

This slide deck reviews how LTCFs can report annual HCP influenza vaccination data through NHSN: Healthcare Personnel Safety Component 
Healthcare Personnel Vaccination Module Influenza Vaccination Summary Long-Term Care Facilities [t.emailupdates.cdc.gov]. 

Please direct all questions regarding CMS SNF QRP requirements and deadlines to: SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov.

NHSN

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h968e1656,1eb198d4,1eb1a54b&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM3LURNMTQ2NTY1JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5udWFsJTIwSGVhbHRoY2FyZSUyMFBlcnNvbm5lbCUyMEluZmx1ZW56YSUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwRGF0YSUyMFJlcG9ydGluZyUyMGZvciUyMExvbmctVGVybSUyMENhcmUlMjBGYWNpbGl0aWVzJUUyJTgwJUFGJUUyJTgwJTkzJTIwRHVlJTIwTWF5JTIwMTUlMkMlMjAyMDI1JTIw&s=UW_sD6gDSg7GG4EYr7etpoJno5Ld8RlyUFYL2GE7vto__;!!JkUDQA!NjaokPj15R1B02ND9bRBn4rJBTZExRD2Woq4jdYpZMYfG3PjnEffhbE6unbY3hM9bZFKGV7_31eSQK4JtjS1PBbPZI3PHf5e9g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h968e1656,1eb198d4,1eb1a54b&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM3LURNMTQ2NTY1JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5udWFsJTIwSGVhbHRoY2FyZSUyMFBlcnNvbm5lbCUyMEluZmx1ZW56YSUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwRGF0YSUyMFJlcG9ydGluZyUyMGZvciUyMExvbmctVGVybSUyMENhcmUlMjBGYWNpbGl0aWVzJUUyJTgwJUFGJUUyJTgwJTkzJTIwRHVlJTIwTWF5JTIwMTUlMkMlMjAyMDI1JTIw&s=UW_sD6gDSg7GG4EYr7etpoJno5Ld8RlyUFYL2GE7vto__;!!JkUDQA!NjaokPj15R1B02ND9bRBn4rJBTZExRD2Woq4jdYpZMYfG3PjnEffhbE6unbY3hM9bZFKGV7_31eSQK4JtjS1PBbPZI3PHf5e9g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h968e1656,1eb198d4,1eb1a54c&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM3LURNMTQ2NTY1JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5udWFsJTIwSGVhbHRoY2FyZSUyMFBlcnNvbm5lbCUyMEluZmx1ZW56YSUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwRGF0YSUyMFJlcG9ydGluZyUyMGZvciUyMExvbmctVGVybSUyMENhcmUlMjBGYWNpbGl0aWVzJUUyJTgwJUFGJUUyJTgwJTkzJTIwRHVlJTIwTWF5JTIwMTUlMkMlMjAyMDI1JTIw&s=EAafMwI-8p9S_gGPEu2SyFo7gOuvogJzXFSlXR5mQCY__;!!JkUDQA!NjaokPj15R1B02ND9bRBn4rJBTZExRD2Woq4jdYpZMYfG3PjnEffhbE6unbY3hM9bZFKGV7_31eSQK4JtjS1PBbPZI0ffKRnHg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h968e1656,1eb198d4,1eb1a54c&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM3LURNMTQ2NTY1JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9QW5udWFsJTIwSGVhbHRoY2FyZSUyMFBlcnNvbm5lbCUyMEluZmx1ZW56YSUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwRGF0YSUyMFJlcG9ydGluZyUyMGZvciUyMExvbmctVGVybSUyMENhcmUlMjBGYWNpbGl0aWVzJUUyJTgwJUFGJUUyJTgwJTkzJTIwRHVlJTIwTWF5JTIwMTUlMkMlMjAyMDI1JTIw&s=EAafMwI-8p9S_gGPEu2SyFo7gOuvogJzXFSlXR5mQCY__;!!JkUDQA!NjaokPj15R1B02ND9bRBn4rJBTZExRD2Woq4jdYpZMYfG3PjnEffhbE6unbY3hM9bZFKGV7_31eSQK4JtjS1PBbPZI0ffKRnHg$
mailto:SNFQualityQuestions@cms.hhs.gov


CDC highly encourages all LTC facilities to complete the Annual Facility Survey in NHSN.

• Accessing the Survey: You can find the survey under the "Action Items" section or by clicking the 
"Surveys" tab on the left navigation panel on the NHSN application home page. 

• Survey Period: The survey covers facility characteristics and practices from January 1, 2024, through 
December 31, 2024.

Instructions for Completion of LTCF Component Annual Facility Survey

57.137_LTCF Annual Facility Survey

NHSN

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/instr/57.137-toi-annual-facility-survey.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2137-DM146642&ACSTrackingLabel=Long%20Term%20Care%202024%20Annual%20Facility%20Survey&deliveryName=USCDC_2137-DM146642
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/57.137_ltcfsurv_blank.pdf?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2137-DM146642&ACSTrackingLabel=Long%20Term%20Care%202024%20Annual%20Facility%20Survey&deliveryName=USCDC_2137-DM146642


2025 Nebraska ASAP Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Summit

New this year, Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Foundations Track!
Target audience: infection preventionists working 
in long-term care

• Core Elements Workshop
• Interpreting and Acting on Microbiology results
• Best practices with the “big 3 infections” UTI, 

respiratory infection, and skin & soft tissue 
infection

• Data use workshop: completing an antibiotic 
log and using/ presenting summary data

• Talking to your frontline staff and partners 
about stewardship and getting the support you 
need

Click Here to Register! 2025 Nebraska 
Antimicrobial Stewardship Summit 

https://www.unmc.edu/cce/clinicmed/upcoming/ne-asap/index.html#:~:text=This%20summit%20is%20designed%20for%20health%20care%20professionals,practices%2C%20fostering%20facility-wide%20engagement%2C%20and%20improving%20patient%20outcomes.
https://www.unmc.edu/cce/clinicmed/upcoming/ne-asap/index.html#:~:text=This%20summit%20is%20designed%20for%20health%20care%20professionals,practices%2C%20fostering%20facility-wide%20engagement%2C%20and%20improving%20patient%20outcomes.
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Chlorhexidine 
Decolonization

Richard Hankins, MD, MS

Assistant Professor of Infectious Diseases



Background

Hospital-acquired infections (HAI) and multi-drug resistant organisms (MDRO) are a 
significant cause of morbidity and mortality in the hospital setting. 

Bacteria often colonize patient’s skin and can become a source of infection. 

Chlorhexidine (CHG) is a broad-spectrum disinfectant that at low concentration 
causes bacterial osmotic disequilibrium and at high concentration enters into the 
bacterial cytoplasm resulting in rapid cell death.

O’Grady AJIC 2011
Popovich ICHE 2009
Huang NEJM 2013



Antiseptic uses in healthcare:

• Hand antisepsis at 2% and 4%

• Dental hygiene

• 1990s: Cleaning of skin prior to line insertion

• 1990s: Pre-operative bathing

• 2000s: Surgical prep

• 2010s: Universal ICU bathing

• 2019: CHG for non-ICU bathing

• 2023: Universal bathing outside of the hospital



Credit Susan Huang, MD



Interventions

Credit Susan Huang, MD



Is there a benefit in Nursing 
Homes or Long Term Care?



MDROS in Nursing Homes

• In hospitals, 10-15% of patients harbor an MDRO 

• In nursing homes, 65% of residents harbor an MDRO 

• Higher prevalence in nursing homes may be related to: 

 Shared activities 

 Shared rooms 

 Longer lengths of stay 

 More chronic illness and devices, including feeding tubes

 Less stringent infection prevention vs hospitals



The Protect Trial
• Cluster-Randomized Pragmatic Trial 

 • 28 nursing homes 

 • Involved nearly 14,000 residents 

• Group 1: Routine Care 

 • Usual soap for showering/bathing 

• Group 2: Decolonization 

 • CHG for all bathing/showering 

 • Nasal iodophor for all residents, M-F twice daily, every other week



Miller et al. NEJM 2023



SHIELD Trial
• 28-month regional intervention: April 2017-July 2019

• Participants: 
• 16 nursing homes (NHs)
• 3 long-term acute care hospitals (LTACHs)
• 16 hospitals with high patient sharing in Orange County, CA

• NHs and LTACHs: universal decolonization
• CHG antiseptic soap for routine bathing/showering
• Nasal iodophor for 5 days on admission and every other week

• Hospitals: decolonize patients on contact precautions

• Daily CHG bathing/showering
• Nasal iodophor decolonization for 5 days 
• Support ongoing ICU CHG daily bathing

Gussin G et al. JAMA 2024





Cost Analysis from SHIELD Trial



Is there a difference in 2% wipes 
compared to 4 % solution?



Benefits of Chlorhexidine between 
the two methods

• Reduces bloodstream infections (0.44 
odds ratio)

• Reduces CLABSI (0.40 odds ratio)
• Reduces multidrug-resistant organism 

(MDRO) acquisition 4.78 vs 6.60 per 
1000 patient days

Background Literature

O’Horo ICHE 2012
Climo NEJM 2013

Risk of Healthcare-associated bloodstream infection



2% Cloth Wipe vs 4% Solution

Hankins et al. ICHE 2025



Adverse Effects of 
Chlorhexidine

• Generally well tolerated

• Skin Allergy

• Sensation of wipes



Important Takeaway for 
Implementation

• Bathing at admission is key

• CHG is safe on face and hair, avoid eyes and ears

• Nasal decolonization is important 

• Implementation Resources

• AHRQ Toolkit

• https://www.ahrq.gov/hai/tools/abate/index.html

https://www.ahrq.gov/hai/tools/abate/index.html


QUESTIONS?



In Closing
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Fight Antimicrobial Resistance with 
Infection Control

Project Firstline 
Resource

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/Fight-AR-with-IC-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/Fight-AR-with-IC-508.pdf


2025 Nebraska ASAP Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Summit

New this year, Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Foundations Track!
Target audience: infection preventionists working 
in long-term care

• Core Elements Workshop
• Interpreting and Acting on Microbiology results
• Best practices with the “big 3 infections” UTI, 

respiratory infection, and skin & soft tissue 
infection

• Data use workshop: completing an antibiotic 
log and using/ presenting summary data

• Talking to your frontline staff and partners 
about stewardship and getting the support you 
need

Click Here to Register! 2025 Nebraska 
Antimicrobial Stewardship Summit 

https://www.unmc.edu/cce/clinicmed/upcoming/ne-asap/index.html#:~:text=This%20summit%20is%20designed%20for%20health%20care%20professionals,practices%2C%20fostering%20facility-wide%20engagement%2C%20and%20improving%20patient%20outcomes.
https://www.unmc.edu/cce/clinicmed/upcoming/ne-asap/index.html#:~:text=This%20summit%20is%20designed%20for%20health%20care%20professionals,practices%2C%20fostering%20facility-wide%20engagement%2C%20and%20improving%20patient%20outcomes.


Register Now: Workshop for Healthcare 
Facility Water System Safety 

8 am Welcome by Nebraska DHHS

8:15 From Plumbing to Patients:  Christine Yount

8:45 Pathophysiology of Waterborne Pathogens: Richard Hankins

10:20 Water Treatment Basics: Mike Ballmer

12:20 Plumbing Basics: Jeffrey Bergers

1:20 Ensuring Safe Water: Comprehensive Strategies for Legionella 
Prevention in Healthcare Facilities: Jen Vogelsberg

3 pm Uh-oh, Mitigation Approaches and Technology to Remediate When 
Your Water System is Implicated: Dr. Brooke Decker

4 pm Closing: Lacey Pavlovsky

Registration Link

Friday June 6
Lincoln

https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0009-0021-c085302685174ec496fc1fb787fb53fe
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Join Us - Upcoming ICAP Webinars

June 12, 2025

• 12:00 – 1:00 PM (CST), Environmental Rounding for 

Infection Prevention and Control



NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Webinar CE Process

Nursing Contact Hours:

➢Completion of survey is required.

➢The survey must be specific to the individual obtaining credit. 
(i.e.: 2 people cannot be listed on the same survey)

➢One certificate is issued quarterly for all webinars attended

➢Certificate comes directly from ICAP via email

1 Nursing Contact Hour is offered for attending this LIVE 
webinar.

Individual surveys must be completed for each attendee. 
Questions? Contact us at:

nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com  402-552-2881

mailto:Machaney@nebraskamed.com


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

 Infection Prevention and Control
Hotline Number:

Call 402-552-2881
Office Hours are Monday – Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Central Time
On-call hours are available for emergencies only

Weekends and Holidays from 10:00 AM- 4:00 PM

*Messages left outside of Office or On-call hours will be answered the 
next business day.

**Please call the main hotline number to ensure the quickest response.
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