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Presenters & Panelists & Moderator
Presenters today:

Juan Teran Plasencia, MD jteranplasencia@unmc.edu

Panelists today:

Rebecca Martinez, BSN, BA, RN, CIC remartinez@nebraskamed.com
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Questions & Answer Session
• Please use the Q&A box in the webinar platform to type a question to be read aloud.

• If your question is not answered during the webinar, please call (402) 552-2881 
Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm CST to speak with one of our Infection 
Preventionists or e-mail your question to nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com

• During this webinar, slides are available on the NE ICAP Acute Care webpage
• After the webinar, slides and a recording will be posted on the                               

NE ICAP Past Webinars and Slides webpage

Slides & Webinar Recordings Available

mailto:nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/acute-care/
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/events/webinar-archive/


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Continuing Education Disclosures
• 1.0 Nursing Contact Hour is awarded for the LIVE viewing of this webinar​​.

• Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program is 
approved as a provider of nursing continuing professional development 
by the Midwest Multistate Division, an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

• To obtain nursing contact hours, you must attend the entire live activity 
and complete the post-course survey form.

• No relevant financial relationships were identified for any member of the 
planning committee or any presenter/author of the program content.



Nebraska Pathogen Watch
Juan Teran, MD

Medical Director, NE ICAP
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Key Points

• Measles cases are increasing nationwide. First case identified in 
Nebraska

• Influenza and COVID activity is minimal



NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Measles Cases in US: Update as of 6/5/25
• As of June 5, 2025, a total of 1,168 

confirmed* measles cases were 
reported by 34 jurisdictions+

• There have been 17 outbreaks (defined 
as 3 or more related cases) reported in 
2025, and 89% of confirmed cases (961 
of 1,046) are outbreak-associated. 

• For comparison, 16 outbreaks were 
reported during 2024 and 69% of 
cases (198 of 285) were outbreak-
associated. 

+ Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York City, New York State, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, and 
Washington

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


Measles Cases in US: Update as of 6/5/25

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


Cases in Texas and Kansas

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025


https://dhhs.ne.gov/han%20Documents/UPDATE06042025.pdf

https://dhhs.ne.gov/han%20Documents/UPDATE06042025.pdf


https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Measles-Provider-Guidance.aspx



https://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/Measles-ID-TESTING-MGMT-OF-SUS-CASES-MAY-2025.pdf



https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Measles-Provider-Guidance.aspx



https://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/Measles-ID-TESTING-MGMT-OF-SUS-CASES-MAY-2025.pdf

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/Measles-ID-TESTING-MGMT-OF-SUS-CASES-MAY-2025.pdf


https://dhhs.ne.gov/CHPM%20Maps/LHDcontactMaster.pdf

https://dhhs.ne.gov/CHPM%20Maps/LHDcontactMaster.pdf


https://icap.nebraskamed.com/pathogens-of-interest/measles/

https://icap.nebraskamed.com/pathogens-of-interest/measles/


Influenza NE DHHS Report



Influenza-like Illness ED Visits



Covid-19 NE DHHS Report



Covid Wastewater Data





Group A Streptococcal 
Infections

Juan Teran, MD
Medical Director, NE ICAP



Streptococcus

MANDELL, DOUGLAS, AND BENNETT'S PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES, NINTH EDITION



Group A Strep Spectrum of Disease

Streptococcal Pharyngitis

Scarlet Fever

Streptococcal pyoderma

Erysipelas

Cellulitis

Necrotizing Fasciitis/Myositis

Streptococcal Toxic Shock Syndrome



Examples

https://www.cdc.gov/group-a-strep/hcp/clinical-guidance/cellulitis.html

MANDELL, DOUGLAS, AND BENNETT'S PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES, NINTH EDITION



Reportable Condition

https://dhhs.ne.gov/epi%20docs/ReportableDiseaseChart.pdf



Invasive Disease Definition

Isolation of GAS from a normally sterile site (e.g., Blood, CSF, 
Synovial Fluid, Pericardial Fluid)

Isolation of GAS from a non-sterile site AND presence of 
necrotizing fasciitis OR Streptococcal Toxic Shock Syndrome 

STSS



Definition of STSS

1. Hypotension Systolic <= 90 mm Hg for adults or < 5th percentile by age for children aged less than 16 
years.

2. Multi-organ involvement characterized by two or more of the following:
• Renal impairment: Creatinine >= 2 mg/dL for adults or >= upper limit of normal for age. Twofold 

elevation over the baseline level for those with preexisting renal disease.
• Coagulopathy: Platelets <= 100,000/mm3 or disseminated intravascular coagulation
• Liver involvement: ALT, AST, or total bilirubin levels greater than or equal to twice the upper limit of 

normal for the patient's age. In patients with preexisting liver disease, a greater than twofold 
increase over the baseline level.

• Acute respiratory distress syndrome
• A generalized erythematous macular rash that may desquamate.
• Soft-tissue necrosis, including necrotizing fasciitis or myositis, or gangrene.

Confirmed: Clinical Criteria AND 
Isolation of GAS from a sterile site

Probable: Clinical Criteria AND 
Isolation of GAS from a non-sterile 
site and absence of other etiology

https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/case-definitions/streptococcal-toxic-shock-syndrome-2010/



Invasive Group A Strep: National Data

Jan 2013 – Dec 2022

10 States with Active 
Bacterial Core 
Surveillance (ABCs)  
Sites

Invasive Disease

Demographic and Clinical 
information were extracted from 
medical records

21,312 cases of Invasive GAS
95% were hospitalized

57% were male
30% were 65 or older

39.6% were admitted to ICU
9.1% died 

Gregory et al. Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections in 10 US States. JAMA. 2025;333(17):1498–1507.



Trends

Gregory et al. Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections in 10 US States. JAMA. 2025;333(17):1498–1507.



Older Population is at Higher Risk

Gregory et al. Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections in 10 US States. JAMA. 2025;333(17):1498–1507.



Known Risk Factors 

Long Term Care Resident:
• 6.5% were residents in LTC
• The incidence rate was 101.1 per 100 000 in 2018 and 75.4 per 100 000 in 2020 

People Experiencing Homelessness:
• Increased from 52 in 2013 to 493 in 2022
• Incidence rate increased from 85.0 per 100 000 in 2013 to 806.7 per 100 000 in 

2022

Substance use: 
• Increased from 59 in 2013 to 515 in 2022
• Rate of invasive GAS among people 18 years or older who inject drugs was 97.0 

per 100 000 in 2018

Gregory et al. Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections in 10 US States. JAMA. 2025;333(17):1498–1507.



Resistance is Increasing

Gregory et al. Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections in 10 US States. JAMA. 2025;333(17):1498–1507.



Precautions



The Prevention of Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections Workshop Participants, Prevention of Invasive Group A Streptococcal Disease among Household Contacts of 
Case Patients and among Postpartum and Postsurgical Patients: Recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Clinical Infectious Diseases, 
Volume 35, Issue 8, 15 October 2002, Pages 950–959, https://doi.org/10.1086/342692

Table 1 Summary of 2 studies of the risk of subsequent invasive 

group A streptococcal (GAS) disease among household ...

Risk for Household Members

https://doi.org/10.1086/342692


Clin Infect Dis, Volume 35, Issue 6, 15 September 2002, Pages 665–670, https://doi.org/10.1086/342062

Table 1 Diseases and conditions seen among patients with 

postpartum group A streptococcus infection, Active Bacterial ...

Postpartum Risk – ~220 cases of Invasive GAS per year 

Table 2 Frequency and congruence of emm types of group A 

streptococcus (GAS) isolated from cases of invasive ...

https://doi.org/10.1086/342062


Post-Surgical Risk 

The Prevention of Invasive Group A Streptococcal Infections Workshop Participants, Prevention of Invasive Group A Streptococcal Disease among Household Contacts of 
Case Patients and among Postpartum and Postsurgical Patients: Recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Clinical Infectious Diseases, 
Volume 35, Issue 8, 15 October 2002, Pages 950–959, https://doi.org/10.1086/342692

In 2000, 1.5% of cases of invasive disease were classified as post-surgical (within 7 days of 
a surgical intervention)

Based on national census, an estimated 135 surgical cases occur in the US annually

https://doi.org/10.1086/342692


Clin Infect Dis, Volume 35, Issue 6, 15 September 2002, Pages 665–670, https://doi.org/10.1086/342062

https://doi.org/10.1086/342062


Clin Infect Dis, Volume 35, Issue 6, 15 September 2002, Pages 665–670, https://doi.org/10.1086/342062

https://doi.org/10.1086/342062


Cases not linked to outbreaks or investigations

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/media/pdfs/Guideline-IC-HCP-H.pdf



NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Questions & Answer Session
• Please use the Q&A box in the webinar platform to type a question to be read aloud.  

• If your question is not answered during the webinar, please call (402) 552-2881 
Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm CST to speak with one of our Infection 
Preventionists or e-mail your question to nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com

• During this webinar, slides are available on the NE ICAP Acute Care webpage
• After the webinar, slides and a recording will be posted on the                               

NE ICAP Past Webinars and Slides webpage

Slides & Webinar Recordings Available

mailto:nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/acute-care/
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/events/webinar-archive/


Misc. Updates & Upcoming 
Educational Opportunities

Rebecca Martinez, BSN, BA, RN, CIC
Infection Preventionist, NE ICAP



Options for Nebraska Health Alert Network 
(HAN) Communications

• When subscribing to the Nebraska HAN, select type (e.g. email, text) and daily frequency. 
• https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Health-Alert-Network.aspx

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Health-Alert-Network.aspx


Measles Micro-Learn by CDC’s Project Firstline
• Do staff at your healthcare setting  know what 

they should do when they suspect measles so 
they can reduce the risk of spread to others? 

• Use this Project Firstline micro-learn to educate 
your team on what to do when they suspect a 
measles case.

• The micro-learns are a series of guided 
discussions that connect infection control 
concepts to immediate, practical value, so 
healthcare workers can recognize risks and 
stop the spread of germs.

https://www.cdc.gov/project-
firstline/media/pdfs/PFL-MeaslesMicroLearn.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/PFL-MeaslesMicroLearn.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/PFL-MeaslesMicroLearn.pdf


Upcoming NHSN Patient Safety Component 
(PSC) Annual Training Summer Series

• Details are in the weekly email from the CDC NHSN PSC Annual Training Team but key points are:
• Tuesdays and Thursdays starting June 10th through July 17th 
• For training, click the link of the presentation you want to join that was sent in the weekly email

• No registration needed
• Times are approximate
• No recordings of training

• To join the New Annual Training Community in Service Now, register once for access



Infectious Diseases of Public Health Concern 
(IDPHC) – Voluntary Reporting to NHSN PSC Module

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc/Infectious-Diseases.html

The following diseases and conditions are available for reporting:
• Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever (CCHF)
• Dengue
• Ebola
• Lassa
• Measles
• Mpox
• Nipah
• Toxigenic Vibrio cholerae

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc/Infectious-Diseases.html


Updated Multisociety Guidance for 
Sterilization and High-Level Disinfection

• What is it?
• A free key multi-society infection prevention guidance document 

for individuals and organizations that engage in sterilization or high-
level disinfection (HLD).

• Who developed it? 
• SHEA, in partnership with ASGE, APIC, AAMI, AORN, HSPA, IDSA, 

SGNA, and The Joint Commission. 
• Why is it important? 

• “Facilities without appropriate expertise and resources are not able 
to implement sterilization and HLD safely and effectively.”

• Failure to effectively sterilize or HLD is unsafe and can lead to direct 
transmission of pathogens causing infections and outbreaks.  

https://tdoi.org/10.1017/ice.2025.41

https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2025.41


Preferred Future Topic Regarding Tuberculosis 
– Prior Webinar Poll Results

10

9

8

3
3

Discussion of typical and atypical patient case scenarios and
investigations (e.g. pulmonary TB, extra-pulmonary TB, M. bovis)

Guidance on what are next steps when a HCP screens positive on
a TB screening test

Current recommendations for TB screening of HCP

Learning how a tuberculosis-related investigation at your facility
might be done?

Other Topic - C. difficle / Measles / Hep B / Hep A
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Join Us - Upcoming NE ICAP Webinars

• July 9, 2025
• 12:00 – 1:00 PM (CST)

• Endoscope Reprocessing – Reducing Gaps & Validating Practices
• Rebecca Martinez, BSN, BA, RN, CIC

• August 13, 2025
• 12:00 – 1:00 PM (CST)

• Review of HCP recommendations for tuberculosis (TB) screening
• Typical and atypical patient case scenarios and investigations (e.g. 

pulmonary TB, extra-pulmonary TB, M. bovis)
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• Friday, August 29, 2025
• 8:00 AM to 3:15 PM
• The Holland Center, 

Omaha, NE 68102

Join NICN and APIC NE for their 45th anniversary 
symposium. Join us for an engaging and informative 
workshop dedicated to infection prevention and 
control in all healthcare settings. This workshop will 
feature expert speakers and interactive discussion 
on infection prevention strategies, leadership 
development, vaccination promotion, and media 
interaction skills.

NICN APIC Nebraska Symposium Registration

https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0009-0021-30bf4f2692ee40dba77acb05e667f5ad


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

ICAP Contact Information

Call 402-552-2881
Office Hours are Monday – Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Central Time
Weekends and Holidays 10:00-4:00 (CST)

On-call hours are available for emergencies only

Scan the QR Code to be taken to our NE ICAP Contact Form.
You can request to be connected to an 

Infection Preventionist that specializes in your area, 
get added to our setting specific communication list

 for webinar and training invites, 
sign up for newsletters and reminders, 

or request an ICAR review for your facility.

https://icap.nebraskamed.com/contact-us/


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Webinar CE Process
• 1 Nursing Contact Hour is awarded by Nebraska ICAP

• Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program is 
approved as a provider of nursing continuing professional development 
by the Midwest Multistate Division, an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

• CNE Nursing Contact Hours:
• Completion of survey is required.
• The survey must be specific to the individual obtaining credit;            

(i.e., 2 people cannot be listed on the same survey).
• Survey functionality is lost on mobile devices.
• One certificate is issued quarterly for all webinars attended.
• Certificate comes directly from ICAP via email.
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