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Presentation Information

• Slides and a recording of this 
presentation will be available 
on the ICAP website:​       
https://icap.nebraskamed.com
/events/webinar-archive/

• Use the Q&A box in the 
webinar platform to type a 
question. Questions will be 
read aloud by the moderator.​  
If your question is not 
answered during the webinar, 
please either e-mail NE 
ICAP or call during our office 
hours to speak with one of our 
IPs.​

Speaker(s):
Josette McConville, RN, CIC   jmcconville@nebraskamed.com

Panelists:
Josette McConville, RN, CIC   jmcconville@nebraskamed.com
Chris Cashatt, BSN, RN, CIC   ccashatt@nebraskamed.com
Lacey Pavlovsky, RN, MSN, CIC, LTC-CIP, AL-CIP, FAPIC lacey.pavlovsky@nebraska.gov
Rebecca Martinez, BSN, BA, RN, CIC  remartinez@nebraskamed.com

Larisa Mulroney, DHHS   larisa.mulroney@nebraska.gov
Becky Wisell, DHHS   becky.wisell@nebraska.gov
Cindy Kadavy, NHCA   cindyk@nehca.org
Kierstin Reed, Leading Age   kierstin.reed@leadingagene.org

Nurse Planner: Josette McConville, RN, CIP jmcconville@nebraskamed.com
Moderated by Marissa Chaney  machaney@nebraskamed.com
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Continuing Education Disclosures

▪ 1.0 Nursing Contact Hour is awarded for the LIVE viewing of this webinar​

▪ To obtain the nursing contact hour, you must attend the entire live activity and complete the post webinar 
survey​

▪ No relevant financial relationships were identified for any member of the planning committee or any 
presenter/author of the program content​

▪ This CE is hosted Nebraska ICAP along with Nebraska DHHS​

▪ Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program is approved as a provider of nursing 
continuing professional development by VTL Center for Professional Development, an accredited approver 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation



Communicable 
Illness Update 
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Nebraska LTC Facility COVID-19 Outbreaks

**Updated: 4/5/2026
Source: Unofficial Counts Compiled by Nebraska ICAP based on data reported by facilities and DHHS; Actual numbers may vary.
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COVID-19 Wastewater Activity

COVID-19 Wastewater Data – National Trends | NWSS | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
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Weekly US Map: Influenza Summary Update | FluView | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html
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About the Data on the Seasonal Respiratory Illness Dashboard

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/About-the-Data-on-the-Seasonal-Respiratory-Illness-Dashboard.aspx
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About the Data on the Seasonal Respiratory Illness Dashboard

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/About-the-Data-on-the-Seasonal-Respiratory-Illness-Dashboard.aspx
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NHSN Reminder

Facilities must report annual influenza vaccination for HCP through the NHSN Healthcare 
Personnel Safety (HPS) Component.

The reporting period for the 2025-2026 influenza season is October 1, 2025, through 
March 31, 2026. Facilities are only required to submit one report that covers the entire 
reporting period by May 18, 2026.

Only the NHSN Facility Administrator (FA) can activate a new component. Once the 
component is activated, the NHSN FA can then add users, including an HPS 

Training materials Healthcare Personnel (HCP) Safety: Influenza webpage.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh9bdf9377%2C1f2c9eba%2C1f2cda73%26e%3DQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM1LURNMTU0MTEyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9UmVtaW5kZXIlMjB0byUyMFJlcG9ydCUyMEFubnVhbCUyMEluZmx1ZW56YSUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwRGF0YSUyMGZvciUyMEhlYWx0aGNhcmUlMjBQZXJzb25uZWwlMjA%26s%3DKBpDZm-eZRTUxEENPcdKPALBhtxpwuOJ_-eU7CJ7PUQ&data=05%7C02%7Cjmcconville%40nebraskamed.com%7C2e9eb6ac53414b48bdb308de8ffe33d1%7C84a28940b46441c3ba3bb4fa6665bc05%7C0%7C0%7C639106519130186838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9AZOaNrIqjbVGv58p8Vb23etsmb5%2FaIzuKQzfRg0DaI%3D&reserved=0
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Candida auris
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CP-CRE



Join the Nebraska DHHS HAI-AR team for a live Q&A 
session to discuss the funding opportunity outlined in 
the HAI Prevention RFA (RHTP Initiative 4.2b).

This session is intended for healthcare facilities to ask 
questions about the funding, eligible projects and 
activities, reimbursement options, and overall 
expectations. We will also review key details from the 
RFA and application process.

Whether you are planning to apply or just exploring 
options, this is a great opportunity to get clarification 
and connect with our team.

Date to be 
determined (TBD). 

More details 
to come 

Soon. 



MDRO Prevention
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Multidrug resistant organisms (MDROs) are germs, predominantly 
bacteria, that are resistant to one or more classes of antimicrobial 
agents.

• Options for treating patients with MDRO infections are often 
extremely limited.

• MDROs are associated with increased lengths of stay during 
hospitalization, increased costs, and mortality.

Definitions
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Infection is when a microorganism (e.g., bacteria) enters the body and 
causes a patient have signs and symptoms of illness.

Colonization is when there is a microorganism (e.g., bacteria) on or in 
the body without causing symptoms.

Definitions
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Studies have shown that more than 50% of nursing home residents have 
MDROs on or in their body, especially in wounds or medical devices like 
urinary catheters. 

• Most of the time people never know they are carrying these germs, but 
under certain conditions they can cause serious infections.

Residents who have complex medical needs involving wounds and indwelling 
medical devices are at higher risk of both acquisition and colonization by 
MDROs.

MDROs in Nursing Homes
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Prevention Activities

• Administrative support

• Staff education

• Judicious use of antimicrobials

• MDRO surveillance

• Enhanced Barrier Precautions (EBP), or
• Contact Precautions (for active infection)

• Environmental measures

• Decolonization
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For the purposes of this 
guidance, the MDROs for which 
the use of EBP applies are based 
on local epidemiology. 

At a minimum, they should 
include resistant organisms 
targeted by CDC but can also 
include other epidemiologically 
important MDROs.

https://www.cdc.gov/long-term-care-facilities/media/pdfs/PPE-Nursing-Homes-508.pdf

Enhanced Barrier 
Precautions (EBP)

https://www.cdc.gov/long-term-care-facilities/media/pdfs/PPE-Nursing-Homes-508.pdf
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Multidrug-Resistant Organisms (MDRO) Tiers for Nebraska

MDRO Tiers – Nebraska 

https://dhhs.ne.gov/HAI%20Documents/Nebraska%20MDRO%20Tiers.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/HAI%20Documents/Nebraska%20MDRO%20Tiers.pdf
https://dhhs.ne.gov/HAI%20Documents/Nebraska%20MDRO%20Tiers.pdf
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MRSA
• Lab test result positive for MRSA detection, or
• Culture result of Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureus) 

with susceptibility results that indicate resistance 
(R) to:
• Oxacillin
• Cefoxitin, or
• Methicillin

Tier 4 - Endemic

VRE
• Lab test result for positive for VRE detection, 

or
• Culture result of Enterococcus faecalis, 

Enterococcus faecium, or Enterococcus 
species unspecified with susceptibility result 
that indicates resistance (R) to:
• Vancomycin
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Extended spectrum beta-lactamase (ESBL)

Some Enterobacterales can produce enzymes called 
extended-spectrum beta-lactamases (ESBLs). These 
enzymes break down penicillins and cephalosporins 
antibiotics, making them ineffective for treating 
infections.

Tier 3 – Epidemiologically 
Important in Nebraska

Carbapenem-resistant Enterobacterales (e.g., CRE)

• Escherichia sp. (E.coli) 
• Klebsiella sp. (K. pneumoniae, K. variicola, K. oxytoca, K. ozaenae, K. 

ornitholytica, etc.) 
• Enterobacter sp. (E. aerogenes, E. cloacae, etc.) 
• Citrobacter sp. (C. freundii, C. koserii, etc.)
• Providencia sp. (P. rettgeri, P. stuartii etc.) 
• Morganella sp. (M. morganii, etc.) 
• Serratia sp. (S. marcescens, etc.) 
• Proteus sp. (P. mirabilis, P. vulgaris, P. penneri, etc.)

Carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB)
Carbapenem-resistant Pseudomonas aeruginosa (CRPA)
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Carbapenemase-producing organisms (CPOs)

• Carbapenemases are enzymes that destroy carbapenem and other beta-
lactam antibiotics. 

• Some Enterobacterales bacteria are more commonly carbapenemase 
producers, such as E. coli or Klebsiella pneumoniae. 

Tier 2 – CDC Targeted MDROs
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Tier 2 – CDC Targeted MDROs

Candida auris

• Highly drug-resistant fungal infection
• Can cause invasive infection
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Tier 2 – CDC Targeted MDROs

If an index patient had recent 

inpatient healthcare exposure to a 

Tier 2 organism, NDHHS will facilitate 

screening epidemiologically linked 

patients. This includes screening these 

contacts even if they have been 

discharged from the facility to 

another inpatient setting (such as a 

LTCF).
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ICAP MDRO Prevention Training - Toolkit

Long-Term Care Facility Resources - ICAP

https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/long-term-care/long-term-care-facility-resources/
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/long-term-care/long-term-care-facility-resources/
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https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/long-term-care/long-term-care-facility-resources/
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Training objectives:

•  Raise awareness of Candida auris and other MDROs

• Promote the correct use of PPE and hand hygiene 
practices

• Reinforce enhanced barrier precautions (EBP) and 
environmental disinfection standards

ICAP MDRO Prevention Training - Toolkit
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ICAP MDRO Prevention Training - Toolkit

Achievable: 

• Sessions are short and targeted
• Intended for one-on-one or small group training

Relevant: 
• Customize to address gaps in infection control practices (e.g., hand hygiene, 

surface disinfection)

Measurable: 
• Track participation
• Knowledge check (quiz) 
• Skills competency completion

Encourage use of conversational tone, verbal coaching and active listening to create 
a psychologically safe learning environment. 

Can adapt to different roles: nursing assistants, therapy staff, housekeeping, etc.
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ICAP MDRO Prevention Training - Toolkit

Long-Term Care Facility Resources - ICAP

https://icap.nebraskamed.com/facilities/long-term-care/long-term-care-facility-resources/
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Educator Script
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Customize – Facility specific resources
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Participant Handout



NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Competency Evaluations

• Hand hygiene return demonstration  
performed with sanitizer (no sink 
access)

• Staff demonstrated donning and 
doffing of gown and gloves
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Knowledge Competency (Quiz)



Additional Training 
Resources
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Candida auris in Health Care: Recognize the Risk 
and Stop the Spread

https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/C-auris-in-Health-Care-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/project-firstline/media/pdfs/C-auris-in-Health-Care-508.pdf
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Carbapenemase-Producing Carbapenem Resistant Enterobacterales (CP-CRE)

CP-CRE Handout

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Carbapenemase-Producing-Carbapenem-Resistant-Enterobacterales.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Carbapenemase-Producing-Carbapenem-Resistant-Enterobacterales.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Carbapenemase-Producing-Carbapenem-Resistant-Enterobacterales.aspx
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Antimicrobial Resistance Communications Toolkit | 
Antimicrobial Resistance | CDC

New - CDC Antimicrobial 
Resistance Communications 

Toolkit

• Raise awareness by sharing these resources in your 
newsletters.

• Distribute fact sheets and show videos at events
• Post content across your social media channels.
• Ready-to-use graphics.

CDC Antimicrobial Resistance Toolkit

https://www.cdc.gov/antimicrobial-resistance/partner-communication-resources/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/antimicrobial-resistance/partner-communication-resources/index.html
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You Can Help! Improving Antibiotic Stewardship & Infection Prevention in 
Nursing Homes | LearningCE @ SHEA

https://learningce.shea-online.org/content/you-can-help-improving-antibiotic-stewardship-infection-prevention-nursing-homes#group-tabs-node-course-default3
https://learningce.shea-online.org/content/you-can-help-improving-antibiotic-stewardship-infection-prevention-nursing-homes#group-tabs-node-course-default3


In Closing
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Primary Infection Prevention Course

Track 1 (two-day): Prevention for All Health Care Settings, Acute 
Care Hospital, Ambulatory Care & Surgical Centers 

Track 2 (two-day): Prevention for All Health Care Settings and Long-
Term Care and Assisted Living Facilities 

April 22 & 23, 2026 
Holthus Convention Center 

3130 Holen Ave., York, NE 68467

https://www.nicn.org/events/nicn-primary-infection-prevention-course

https://www.nicn.org/events/nicn-primary-infection-prevention-course
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Webinar CE Process

1 Nursing Contact Hour is offered for attending this LIVE webinar.

Individual surveys must be completed for each attendee. 

Questions? Contact us at: nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com  402-552-2881

Nursing Contact Hours:
• Completion of survey is required.

• The survey must be specific to the individual obtaining credit. 
(i.e.: 2 people cannot be listed on the same survey)

• One certificate is issued quarterly for all webinars attended

• Certificate comes directly from ICAP via email

mailto:nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com
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Call 402-552-2881
Office Hours are Monday – Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Central Time

*Messages left outside of office hours will be answered the next business day.
**Please call the main hotline number to ensure the quickest response.

 Infection Prevention and Control
Hotline Number:
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