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users should look to CDC and NE DHHS guidance for updates.
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Presentation Information

• Slides and a recording of this 
presentation will be available 
on the ICAP website:​       
https://icap.nebraskamed.com
/events/webinar-archive/

• Use the Q&A box in the 
webinar platform to type a 
question. Questions will be 
read aloud by the moderator.​  
If your question is not 
answered during the webinar, 
please either e-mail NE 
ICAP or call during our office 
hours to speak with one of our 
IPs.​

Speaker(s):
Josette McConville, RN, CIC   jmcconville@nebraskamed.com
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Josette McConville, RN, CIC   jmcconville@nebraskamed.com
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Continuing Education Disclosures

▪ 1.0 Nursing Contact Hour is awarded for the LIVE viewing of this webinar​

▪ To obtain the nursing contact hour, you must attend the entire live activity and complete the post webinar 
survey​

▪ No relevant financial relationships were identified for any member of the planning committee or any 
presenter/author of the program content​

▪ This CE is hosted Nebraska ICAP along with Nebraska DHHS​

▪ Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program is approved as a provider of nursing 
continuing professional development by VTL Center for Professional Development, an accredited approver 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation



Communicable 
Illness Update 
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Nebraska LTC Facility COVID-19 Outbreaks

**Updated: 5/11/2026
Source: Unofficial Counts Compiled by Nebraska ICAP based on data reported by facilities and DHHS; Actual numbers may vary.
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COVID-19 Wastewater Activity

COVID-19 Wastewater Data – National Trends | NWSS | CDC
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Weekly US Map: Influenza Summary Update | FluView | CDC

CDC Weekly Influenza Surveillance

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html
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Health Alert Network

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Health-Alert-Network.aspx
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NHSN Reminder

Facilities must report annual influenza vaccination for HCP through the NHSN Healthcare 
Personnel Safety (HPS) Component.

The reporting period for the 2025-2026 influenza season is October 1, 2025, through 
March 31, 2026. Facilities are only required to submit one report that covers the entire 
reporting period by May 18, 2026.

Only the NHSN Facility Administrator (FA) can activate a new component. Once the 
component is activated, the NHSN FA can then add users, including an HPS 

Training materials Healthcare Personnel (HCP) Safety: Influenza webpage.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh9bdf9377%2C1f2c9eba%2C1f2cda73%26e%3DQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM1LURNMTU0MTEyJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9UmVtaW5kZXIlMjB0byUyMFJlcG9ydCUyMEFubnVhbCUyMEluZmx1ZW56YSUyMFZhY2NpbmF0aW9uJTIwRGF0YSUyMGZvciUyMEhlYWx0aGNhcmUlMjBQZXJzb25uZWwlMjA%26s%3DKBpDZm-eZRTUxEENPcdKPALBhtxpwuOJ_-eU7CJ7PUQ&data=05%7C02%7Cjmcconville%40nebraskamed.com%7C2e9eb6ac53414b48bdb308de8ffe33d1%7C84a28940b46441c3ba3bb4fa6665bc05%7C0%7C0%7C639106519130186838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9AZOaNrIqjbVGv58p8Vb23etsmb5%2FaIzuKQzfRg0DaI%3D&reserved=0
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Multistate Investigation of 
Contaminated IV Sets 

from ICU Medical
Lacey Pavlovsky, MSN, RN, CIC, LTC-CIP, AL-CIP, FAPIC

NE DHHS HAI/AR Infection Preventionist
Nebraska ICAP Infection Prevention Nurse Supervisor



Multistate Investigation of Contaminated IV Sets 
from ICU Medical
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services 
Healthcare-Associated Infection and Antimicrobial 
Resistance (HAI/AR) Program is investigating reports of 
contaminated IV tubing sets from a single manufacturer. 
Nebraska DHHS was initially alerted by CDC about multiple 
healthcare facilities noticing visible contamination, 
reported as small black dots in the internal walls of the drip 
chambers. The contamination report was initially received 
by the CDC from Maine and Pennsylvania. Some Nebraska 
facilities are now reporting similar findings.

CDC has not received any reports of patient infections or 
adverse events linked with the contaminated product. The 
manufacturer and FDA have been made aware. At this time, 
the impacted products appear to be limited to tubing 
manufactured by ICU Medical, distributed by Medline.

The ICU Medical product types include:
• Primary Set Piggyback with Backcheck Valve, 2 CLAVE Y-

Sites, Secure Lock, 100 Inch
• Primary PLUM Set CLAVE Port, CLAVE Y-Site, Secure 

Lock, 103 Inch
• Secondary Set Secure Lock, 34 Inch with IV Set Hanger



Multistate Investigation of Contaminated IV Sets 
from ICU Medical

Nebraska DHHS recommends:
• Healthcare facilities should determine whether 

they are using IV tubing products manufactured by 
ICU Medical and, if so, promptly inspect supplies 
for any visible contamination.

• If contamination is identified, facilities should 
sequester the entire lot if possible and contact 
Nebraska DHHS's HAI/AR team at dhhs.hai-
ar@nebraska.gov. 

• Facilities should also notify ICU Medical and file 
an FDA MedWatch report.

For additional information, including suspected lot 
numbers and pictures of contaminated products, 
please see Maine’s Health Advisory Notice: Ongoing 
Investigation of Contaminated IV Sets from ICU 
Medical | Maine Center for Disease Control & 
Prevention

mailto:dhhs.hai-ar@nebraska.gov
mailto:dhhs.hai-ar@nebraska.gov
mailto:dhhs.hai-ar@nebraska.gov
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Infection Prevention and 
Control During Construction 

and Renovation



NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Learning objectives:
• Identify common pathogens associated with construction and the infections 

they cause

• Demonstrate an understanding of the requirements and process of 
performing an Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA)

• Explain infection control mitigation strategies to be used during construction 
projects



Potential contaminants in environment 
during renovation and construction

Bacteria

Fungi

Mold



Healthcare-Acquired Infection Related to Construction

• 50% of healthcare-associated Aspergillus outbreaks were 
estimated to result from construction and renovation 
activities.

• Heavy demolition and transportation of wreckage have been 
found to cause the greatest concentrations of Aspergillus 
species, but even small concentrations may be sufficient to 
cause infection in high-risk hospitalized patients.



Aspergillus

• Ubiquitous mold in the environment (soil, 
household dust, building materials, plants, 
food and water)

• Transmission through inhalation

• Aspergillosis is the infection caused by 
aspergillus mold, which can invade and infect 
the entire body.

• Can cause death in individuals with weakened 
immune systems due to antifungal resistance



Gram-negative bacteria that causes 
Legionnaires’ disease and Pontiac 
fever

Spread through small water droplets 
(aerosolization) or aspiration

Can be found in the collection of 
stagnant water and can live and grow 
in biofilm

Case fatality rate can be as high as 
33% for healthcare associated 
Legionnaires’ disease.

Legionella



Chain of Infection

Infectious agent – Aspergillus

Reservoir – Drywall, ceiling tile, floor 
covering

Portal of exit – disturbing building 
materials/dust

Mode of transmission – air currents, 
construction equipment, carts and debris, 
worker’s clothing

Portal of entry – lungs or open wounds of a 
susceptible (immunocompromised) patient 
or surgical patient

Susceptible host – elderly, 
immunocompromised, open wound

Goal – break the chain of infection



Certain measures have been shown to significantly 
decrease the risk of mold infections and other 
healthcare acquired infections during construction 
projects, including:

• Effective dust control through containment 
units and barriers

• Consistent use of high-efficiency 
particulate air filters in hospital units that 
care for immunocompromised and critically 
ill patients

• Routine surveillance

Mitigating Risk



• A  process to assess the impact of construction and renovation 
work in healthcare facilities on infection control programs and 
practices

• Use as a guideline for the precautions required during the 
construction project and after its completion

• Provide the information to construction professionals leading the 
work

What is an Infection Control 
Risk Assessment (ICRA)?



The Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA) team is a group that decides what 
precautions are necessary to isolate the work are and protect patients.

Before the start of a construction or renovation project, the ICRA team studies the 
scope of the work to be done and evaluates the risk factors and any potential 
hazards that may affect patients, laboratories, sterile supplies, or medical 
equipment. 

ICRA team may include, but is not limited to:

• Infection Prevention
• Safety 
• Engineering
• Healthcare professionals from affected areas

• Risk management
• Patient safety
• Environmental Services
• Information Systems 

ICRA Team



A Review of ASHE ICRA 2.0
The American Society for Health Care Engineering (ASHE)

ASHE ICRA 2.0® Toolkit | ASHE

https://www.ashe.org/icra2


ICRA Step 1 – Construction Activity Type



ICRA Step 2 - Patient Risk Group



ICRA Step 3 - Determine Class of Precautions



Step 4 – Surrounding 
Area Assessment



ICRA Mitigation Activities
Class I 
precautions 
require fewer 
interventions



ICRA Mitigation Activities

Class V 
precautions 
require a high 
level of  
interventions



Permit issued and posted
Infection control 
permit and approval 
will be required when 
Class of Precautions 
III (Type C) and all 
Class of Precautions 
IV or V are necessary. 



Upon Completion 
of Work Activity



Training and Communication
✓Facility orientation by the facility

• Include education about the 
importance of adhering to infection 
control measures

✓Site specific training to individual project 
by the contractor
• Include language in the construction 

contract requiring construction 
workers and subcontractors to 
participate in infection prevention 
training

✓Placards and posted signage
• Post signs to identify construction 

areas and potential hazards



ICRA Daily Rounding

Inspect work areas daily, 
or more frequently as 
necessary:

Compliant?
Need to stop work?



Barrier



• Clothes and tools must be cleaned before 
leaving a contaminated area

• Use walk-off sticky mats

• Dedicate traffic route away from patient areas 
for workers, supplies, and debris.

• Carts covered tightly and exterior clean

Dust and Construction Debris



HEPA Filtration and Negative Air Pressure

Negative air pressure in a contained area Equal air pressure

Photo credit: Carpenters International



Project Firstline Training Videos

Project Firstline Explainer Video Series | ASHE

https://www.ashe.org/project-firstline/explainer-videos


Electrical in the kitchen needs to be replaced. The project will be completed in 
one shift, but they will need to have multiple ceiling tiles open at the same time.

Case Scenario # 1

Consider:
• When will this work be completed? Can it be done overnight or at a time when food 

isn’t actively being prepared?
• Where in the kitchen is it taking place? Directly over cook/prep areas?
• Plan to monitor the area is ready to be used again to cook/prep food.



Remodel of 5 resident rooms on a skilled nursing unit to include painting, 
new flooring and complete installation of new bathrooms. Project should 
take 6 weeks. Residents in the remaining rooms on the unit cannot be 
relocated

Case Scenario # 2

Consider:
• Can the hallway where these rooms are located be completed blocked off from the rest 

of the unit?
• How will this impact exits and general flow of traffic?
• How will the noise from this impact other residents in the unit?
• During what hours will the construction take place?
• Where will HEPA exhaust be directed? Outdoors? Indoors?
• Where will you fit an anteroom?
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In Closing





NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Webinar CE Process

1 Nursing Contact Hour is offered for attending this LIVE webinar.

Individual surveys must be completed for each attendee. 

Questions? Contact us at: nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com  402-552-2881

Nursing Contact Hours:
• Completion of survey is required.

• The survey must be specific to the individual obtaining credit. 
(i.e.: 2 people cannot be listed on the same survey)

• One certificate is issued quarterly for all webinars attended

• Certificate comes directly from ICAP via email

mailto:nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Call 402-552-2881
Office Hours are Monday – Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Central Time

*Messages left outside of office hours will be answered the next business day.
**Please call the main hotline number to ensure the quickest response.

 Infection Prevention and Control
Hotline Number:
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