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Presentation Information

• Slides and a recording of this 
presentation will be available 
on the ICAP website:​       
https://icap.nebraskamed.com
/events/webinar-archive/

• Use the Q&A box in the 
webinar platform to type a 
question. Questions will be 
read aloud by the moderator.​  
If your question is not 
answered during the webinar, 
please either e-mail NE 
ICAP or call during our office 
hours to speak with one of our 
IPs.​

Speaker(s):
Josette McConville, RN, CIC   jmcconville@nebraskamed.com

Panelists:
Josette McConville, RN, CIC   jmcconville@nebraskamed.com
Chris Cashatt, BSN, RN, CIC   ccashatt@nebraskamed.com
Lacey Pavlovsky, RN, MSN, CIC, LTC-CIP, AL-CIP, FAPIC lacey.pavlovsky@nebraska.gov
Rebecca Martinez, BSN, BA, RN, CIC  remartinez@nebraskamed.com
Jonna Mangeot, MSN, RN, CIC  jmangeot@nebraskamed.com

M. Salman Ashraf, MBBS, NE DHHS  salman.ashraf@nebraska.gov
Larisa Mulroney, DHHS   larisa.mulroney@nebraska.gov
Becky Wisell, DHHS   becky.wisell@nebraska.gov
Cindy Kadavy, NHCA   cindyk@nehca.org
Kierstin Reed, Leading Age   kierstin.reed@leadingagene.org

Nurse Planner: Josette McConville, RN, CIP jmcconville@nebraskamed.com
Moderated by Marissa Chaney  machaney@nebraskamed.com
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Continuing Education Disclosures

▪ 1.0 Nursing Contact Hour is awarded for the LIVE viewing of this webinar​

▪ To obtain the nursing contact hour, you must attend the entire live activity and complete the post webinar 
survey​

▪ No relevant financial relationships were identified for any member of the planning committee or any 
presenter/author of the program content​

▪ This CE is hosted Nebraska ICAP along with Nebraska DHHS​

▪ Nebraska Infection Control Assessment and Promotion Program is approved as a provider of nursing 
continuing professional development by VTL Center for Professional Development, an accredited approver 
by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation



Communicable 
Illness Update 
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Nebraska LTC Facility COVID-19 Outbreaks

**Updated: 6/8/2026
Source: Unofficial Counts Compiled by Nebraska ICAP based on data reported by facilities and DHHS; Actual numbers may vary.
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COVID-19 Wastewater Activity

COVID-19 Wastewater Data – National Trends | NWSS | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nwss/rv/COVID19-national-data.html
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Weekly US Map: Influenza Summary Update | FluView | CDC

ICAP Summary of Recommendations for COVID-19, last updated 3/11/2026
• ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-

Facility-5.11.23.pdf

ZONES PPE and Testing, last updated 3/11/2026
• Zones-and-PPE.pdf

Early detection of symptoms is the key in 
managing an outbreak.
• Anyone with even mild symptoms of COVID-

19 should receive a viral test for SARS-CoV-2 
as soon as possible.

• Apply transmission-based precautions as 
recommended by CDC.

• Initiate outbreak testing per 
recommendations.

https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/usmap.html
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2023/12/ICAP-Summary-of-Recommendations-for-COVID-19-in-a-Long-Term-Care-Facility-5.11.23.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/Zones-and-PPE.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/Zones-and-PPE.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/Zones-and-PPE.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/Zones-and-PPE.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/Zones-and-PPE.pdf
https://icap.nebraskamed.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/Zones-and-PPE.pdf


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Measles Cases and Outbreaks | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

Measles

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Measles Resources for Long-Term Care

Post-acute and Long-term Care Medical Association (PALTmed) Measles 
Statement

• https://paltmed.org/news-media/paltmed-measles-statement

AHCA/NCAL Infection Preventionist Hot Topic Brief, Measles Risk in the Long-
term Care Setting

• https://www.ahcancal.org/Quality/Clinical-
Practice/Documents/Hot%20Topic%20Brief_Measles%20Risk%20in
%20the%20Long-Term%20Care%20Setting.pdf

CDC Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Measles in 
Healthcare Settings

• https://www.cdc.gov/infection-
control/hcp/measles/?CDC_AAref_Val=https://www.cdc.gov/infectio
ncontrol/guidelines/measles/index.html

https://paltmed.org/news-media/paltmed-measles-statement
https://paltmed.org/news-media/paltmed-measles-statement
https://paltmed.org/news-media/paltmed-measles-statement
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PALTmed Measles Statement | PALTmed

https://paltmed.org/news-media/paltmed-measles-statement
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Measles – Verify Immunity of Staff

PALTmed Measles Statement | PALTmed

https://paltmed.org/news-media/paltmed-measles-statement
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Cyclospora

 

Foodborne Illness Outbreaks

Salmonella

Reportable Conditions

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Reportable-Conditions.aspx#docaccess-90eb364455e61f247878b2c1c87f117b
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Register Now for NE ICAP Monthly 
Webinars 

Infection Prevention Webinar Series for 
Post-Acute & Long-Term Care Settings

2nd Thursday of every month

12:00 PM Central Time (CST)

Post-Acute & Long-Term Care Webinar Invite

Infection Prevention Webinar Series for 
Hospital & Outpatient Settings

2nd Wednesday of every month

12:00 PM Central Time (CST)

Hospital & Outpatient Webinar Invite

https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rRmzK0YhTzSar6a6J_ekag
https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rRmzK0YhTzSar6a6J_ekag
https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rRmzK0YhTzSar6a6J_ekag
https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rRmzK0YhTzSar6a6J_ekag
https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rRmzK0YhTzSar6a6J_ekag
https://unmc.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nfIAz4sFTpuWEExc2wzUqQ
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• Webinars will occur the 2nd Thursday of every month 
at 12:00 PM CST, September 2026 through August 
2027.

• Target audience: LTC facility staff that have a roll in the 
IPC program.

• Facility attendance at 75% of sessions (September 
2026 through August 2027) will receive a certificate of 
recognition by ICAP and be recognized on a webinar 
and on ICAP’s social media pages.

ICAP 12-Month Webinar Series for 
Post-Acute and Long-Term Care

This 12-month webinar series is designed to help participants build and lead a 
stronger Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) program.
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ANTIMICROBIAL STEWARDSHIP ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Rural Health Transformation 
Program (RHTP) Updates 
and Upcoming Education

M. Salman Ashraf, MBBS, FIDSA
Medical Director, Healthcare-Associated Infections 

and Antimicrobial Resistance Program



REGISTER 
HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1988349711512?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1988349711512?aff=oddtdtcreator


IPC Recommendations 
when Animals are in the 

Healthcare Setting
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Objectives:

Review infection prevention processes to respond to risks associated with service 
dogs in a healthcare setting.

Review infection prevention processes to respond to risks associated with animal 
assisted therapy and activities.

Review infection prevention processes to respond to risks associated with pet visits 
in the health care setting. 

The focus of this presentation is on infection prevention and control. The information 
in this presentation does not constitute legal advice. 
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Service Animal
Animal Assisted Therapy/
Animal Assisted Activity

Pet Visits

Animals in the Healthcare Setting
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Service Animals

Public Access
• Individuals with disabilities can bring their service animals in all areas of 

public facilities and private businesses where members of the public, program 
participants, clients, customers, patrons, or invitees are allowed. There are 
limited options to restrict or remove access.

Workplace Access
• Individuals with disabilities may request a reasonable accommodation to 

bring their service dog or assistance animal into the workplace.

Dogs that are individually trained to do work or 
perform tasks for people with disabilities.

• The work or task a dog has been trained 
to provide must be directly related to the 
person’s disability.

• Defined by law
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Guide Dog Hearing Dog Mobility Dog

Neuro/Psychiatric 
Dog

Medical 
Alert/Response

Allergy Detection

Service Animals
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When it is not obvious what service an animal provides, only limited inquiries are 
allowed. Staff cannot ask about the person’s disability, require medical 
documentation, require a special identification card or training documentation for 
the dog, or ask that the dog demonstrate its ability to perform the work or task.

Staff may ask two questions: 

• Is the dog a service animal 
required because of a 
disability?

• What work or task has the dog 
been trained to perform?

Service Animals
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People with disabilities who use service animals cannot be 
isolated from other patrons.

Service Animals

Service animal shall be allowed in 
all public areas, including a dining 
room or cafeteria, even if state or 
local health codes prohibit animals 
on the premises.
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ADA FAQs

https://www.ada.gov/resources/service-animals-faqs/
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Other Animals in the Healthcare Setting

Animal Assisted Therapy (AAT)/
Animal Assisted Activity (AAA) Pet Visits

Facilities are encouraged to perform an infection-control risk assessment to determine 
internal preparedness for the presence of animals. This includes evaluating the potential 
for zoonotic transmission and ensuring proper cleaning and maintenance protocols.
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Zoonotic Diseases

Zoonosis is the transmission of disease between animals and 
humans.

• Animals can transmit infectious diseases to humans, and 
likewise, humans can transmit infectious diseases to animals.

• Animals can become transient vectors or carriers of potential 
human pathogens and could be responsible for cross-
infection.
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The following species should be excluded from visits as they 
may pose a higher risk of causing human injury or infection:

• Nonhuman primates
• Reptiles and amphibians
• Hamsters, gerbils, mice, and rats
• Prairie dogs, hedgehogs
• Animals that have not been litter trained or for which 

measures cannot be taken to prevent exposure of patients 
to the animal's excrement

Do not allow. . . 
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• Good hand hygiene 
• Healthy, clean, and well-behaved 

animals
• Appropriate patient populations to 

minimize the risks for transmission 
of infectious agents.

IPC Focus
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Elimination Accidents

• Don gloves
• Use paper towels to remove organic 

debris. 
• Place in a plastic bag and dispose of in a 

trash container, similar to brief disposal.
• Disinfect the surface with an EPA 

registered healthcare disinfectant, 
following the appropriate contact time.

• Doff gloves and perform hand hygiene.
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IPC Recommendations for AAA/AAT Policy

Consider allowing only registered or certified AAA/AAT animals. 
(Refer to standards of practice for temperament and safety 
recommendations.)

Animal in permanent home for at least 6 months

• No animals from the shelter or pound

Animal should be at least 1 year old and healthy

• Records of animal’s health must be up to date (annual exam)

• An annual physical examination, include dental and dermatological evaluation. 

• Current with immunizations, including rabies vaccination and others required in 
the state in which the healthcare facility is located. 

Animal cannot be on a raw food diet
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• Animals are required to be 
bathed within 24 hours before 
the visit.

• Can use protective clothing and 
pet/baby wipe to control 
dander.

• Handlers must ensure animal 
does not come in contact with 
an open wound or device.

• Use a barrier if the animal is on 
the resident’s bed.

IPC Recommendations for AAA/AAT Policy
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Infection Prevention Recommendations 
for Therapy/Activity Animals

• Neither the handler nor the animal may visit if either is ill. 
The program should give guidance regarding when visitations 
can be restarted after an illness.

• A bite or scratch incident must be reported and investigated
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Resident Exclusion from AAA/AAT 

• Exclude patients with allergies to animals, open wounds or 
burns, open tracheotomy, immunosuppression, agitation or 
aggression, or those on transmission-based precautions 
(TBP).

• Exclude patients who are infected with 
tuberculosis, Salmonella, Campylobacter, 
Shigella, Streptococcus A, MRSA, ringworm, Giardia, and 
amebiasis

• Wounds (not open) or healed burns must be covered during 
the visit, and the animal must not come in contact with these 
areas.
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Infection Prevention 
Recommendations Personal Pets

• The pet must be bathed within 24 hours before the visit.
• A record of current vaccination should be provided prior to approval of the 

visit.
• The pet must be on a short leash or in a carrier. Use of a retractable leash is 

not allowed.
• Staff should escort the pet into and out of the facility. 

• The pet should not be allowed to interact with 
other patients or visitors.

• Limits per facility policy based on facility specific 
factors. 

• Inform prior to the visit that they may be asked to 
remove the animal from the facility at any time.
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Patient and Visitor Education

Staff act as liaison to 
animal handlers 

visiting the facility

Pamphlets/
handouts outlining 
facility guidelines Signage alerting 

handler to stop at 
registration desk
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Review Vaccine 
Record

2022 AAHA Canine Vaccination Guidelines - AAHA

https://www.aaha.org/resources/2022-aaha-canine-vaccination-guidelines/
https://www.aaha.org/resources/2022-aaha-canine-vaccination-guidelines/
https://www.aaha.org/resources/2022-aaha-canine-vaccination-guidelines/
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Resources for AAA/AAT Standards

• American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). Animal-
assisted interventions: Guidelines. Accessed August 2026. 
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-
welfare/service-emotional-support-and-therapy-
animals/animal-assisted-interventions-guidelines

• Therapy Animal Standards. Standards of Practice in Animal-
Assisted Interventions. Accessed August 2026. 
https://therapyanimalstandards.org/
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NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Webinar CE Process

1 Nursing Contact Hour is offered for attending this LIVE webinar.

Individual surveys must be completed for each attendee. 

Questions? Contact us at: nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com  402-552-2881

Nursing Contact Hours:
• Completion of survey is required.

• The survey must be specific to the individual obtaining credit. 
(i.e.: 2 people cannot be listed on the same survey)

• One certificate is issued quarterly for all webinars attended

• Certificate comes directly from ICAP via email

mailto:nebraskaicap@nebraskamed.com


NEBRASKA INFECTION CONTROL ASSESSMENT AND PROMOTION PROGRAM

Call 402-552-2881
Office Hours are Monday – Friday

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Central Time

*Messages left outside of office hours will be answered the next business day.
**Please call the main hotline number to ensure the quickest response.

 Infection Prevention and Control
Hotline Number:


	Slide 1: Infection Prevention Webinar Series for  Long Term Care
	Slide 2: Presentation Information​
	Slide 3: Continuing Education Disclosures
	Slide 4: Communicable  Illness Update 
	Slide 5: Nebraska LTC Facility COVID-19 Outbreaks
	Slide 6: COVID-19 Wastewater Activity
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Measles
	Slide 9: Measles Resources for Long-Term Care
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Measles – Verify Immunity of Staff
	Slide 12: Foodborne Illness Outbreaks
	Slide 13: Register Now for NE ICAP Monthly Webinars 
	Slide 14: ICAP 12-Month Webinar Series for Post-Acute and Long-Term Care
	Slide 15: Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) Updates  and Upcoming Education
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: IPC Recommendations when Animals are in the Healthcare Setting
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Animals in the Healthcare Setting
	Slide 20: Service Animals
	Slide 21: Service Animals
	Slide 22: Service Animals
	Slide 23: Service Animals
	Slide 24: ADA FAQs
	Slide 25: Other Animals in the Healthcare Setting
	Slide 26: Zoonotic Diseases
	Slide 27: Do not allow. . . 
	Slide 28: IPC Focus
	Slide 29: Elimination Accidents
	Slide 30: IPC Recommendations for AAA/AAT Policy
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Infection Prevention Recommendations  for Therapy/Activity Animals
	Slide 33: Resident Exclusion from AAA/AAT 
	Slide 34: Infection Prevention Recommendations Personal Pets
	Slide 35: Patient and Visitor Education
	Slide 36: Review Vaccine Record
	Slide 37: Resources for AAA/AAT Standards
	Slide 38: References
	Slide 39: In Closing
	Slide 40
	Slide 41: Webinar CE Process
	Slide 42:    Infection Prevention and Control Hotline Number:

